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XV. An Account of fome very perfeSi and 
uncommon Specimens of Spongiae from the 
Coaft of Italy : In a Letter to James 
Weft, Efquire^ Prejident of the Royal 
Society ; from John Strange, .Ef quire* 

F. i?. iS\ 



Dear Sir, 

Read March yj AVI NGha^ frequent opportunities* 
22,1770 JLjL during my ftay in Italy, of vifiting 
the fea coafts, I was thereby encouraged, among 
other refearches after the antiquities and natural hif- 
tory of that country, to collect fome fpecimens of 
fubmarine produ&ions. Upon examining the fouth- 
weft coaft of Italy in particular, I happened to meet 
\rith fome very perfect and curious fpecimens of 
fpongise, the defcriptions of which I now fend you. 
One of thefe ( 1 ) has never been defcribed before ; 
and fince only fragments of the other two fpecimens 
have been delineated in the works of the authors 
who mention them (2), I have not fcrupled to add 
likewife their refpe&ive defcriptions and figures. 

(1) Plate VI. Fig. .3, 4. 

(2) Imperat. Stor. Nat. Lib. "Xxvii. Cap. 8. Fig. .y. Mar- 
%)i Hift. Phyf. de la Mer. PI. 16. Fig. 79. 

A a 2 Thefe 
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Thefe defcriptions may perhaps appear imperfeft, 
being confined merely to the figure and fubftance 
of the bodies, without any mention of the polypes 
that inhabited them. To account for this omitfion, 
it is necsffary to acquaint you, that they were dr^wn 
up a few years ago, with others of the like kind> 
at the requeft of Dodtor Targbni Toz>setti of 
Florence, who defigned them for $n appendix %o a 
poflhi4iiiQU£ work of Michel's, entitujed, De Plinth 
Marims. As the plan of this work was botanical, 
I therefore thought it neeefiary to accommodate my 
defcriptions accordingly, though I was not inclined 
to his opinion about the origin of thefe bodies. Upon 
enquiry it appears, that the publication of Micheli's 
work is very uncertain ; for which reafon I fend you 
the following defcriptions, requefting, at the lame 
time, your communication of them to the gentlemen 
of the Royal Society, fhould you think they deferve 
their '-notice. It is hoped, that they will not prove 
altogether unacceptable, as the Zoologies, in their 
defcriptions of the Polypes, are fometimes apt to pafs 
over too flightly the figure and ffcru&ure of the parts 
m which they refide* 

DESCRIPTIONES. 

I. Spongia ftuppea, tuberofa et calamifera, ca- 
lami? cylindraceo-conoideis, in cefpitem connatis, om- 
nibus aflurgentibus, quorum nonnulli majores ia 
apice, calicis in modum, pyxidati vifuntur, bafi bi- 
fida et trifida, binis. vel tribus columellis inftru&a; 
ealamis minoribus myofiroideis, five caudiculae muris 
formam prae fg ferentibus, et in rotunde aeutum ter- 

minatis. 



jffubs. Trans. Val^, Jj^JiabyL./i/Jif?. 
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minatis. Corpus conftat materia parum coaQili 
cplQr,e atmfuliginep.. Ijwenitw in Mttmv Etrufe nan 
ku?ge a PQpulonia, l,o.eo ab mQQlis <$i<i£r PtrntaBaraito^ 
at noi^ ^dfeo cojaanjunis ; vidi frc^mter ad Kites* 
Neapolitan^ m . Tab* VI. Fig. i . t?4ntutf varietates 
qqanx plurimae, c^rnis quafi jwlefte cpaoidcis 
ere&ifc* obliqujs,, fibi invicem invcrfi^ baft rotegra 
nonnunquajm foraminibus per via* 






2. Spongia ftuppea, tubsrcjilQfet tuberculfe fin*- 
pjicibus et ramofis,, r&aps v$m; inij$er&€fci$ efe pie- 
rujnque ad radices, QJMmnQtffap. for?ma corporis finfe^ 
conoidea* in apice Q&mghnm* fwpesficie; totain^- 
quali, ubique ramuftmlis ejt tuheribus hoj>rida, bafi 
concavata et bifida. Corpus ecmftat* ma*eria> parum 
coa&ili, interne fatis anfra&uofa, cavitatibus non 4 - 
nullis latioribus, fqu magis excavalis -y colore cor- 
poris fuligineo. Invenitur ad littus Etrufcum, qua 
Populoniam ab oriente hyemali fps&at, baud pro- 
cul ab oftio fluminis ab incolis dj&i bGonzia. Haec 
fpongip {pedes- e bafi lata et excavate affiicgens, m 
fuipmitatem fere femper cornplanatam et fubconoi- 
deam definit, mitre formara non male referens?, 
immo a pifcatoribus littoris Neapolitan!, ubi fatis 
abundat, yocabulo vulgari Mitra Papale nuncupatur* 
prout a viro fide digno jampridem accepi* Tab* VI± 
Fig. 2. An 

Alcyonium durum, Preibyterorum pileokut* 
prorfus effingens. Cupani Hort. CadKxL 
Suppl. i. ? 



3. Spongia minima, forma corporis fubconoideo* 
xnverfa, et vermiculi in modum contorta. Materia 
conftat denfiflima et parum coa&ili, fibris ar&e inter 
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fe cohserentibus, prout in hircina notatur; colore 
corporis obfcure fufco. Gregatim inveniuntur, faxis, 
teftis conchyliorum, variifque aliis corporibus rna- 
rinis arfle cohasrentes. Rariffima eft haec fpongise 
fpecies, mc a nemine, quod fciam, adbuc defcripta 
•vel- adumbrata. Marfilius comes analogum quid 
dudum defcripfit fub nomine Eperori de coq (3); 
a noftra vero fatis differt tarn colore quam capita 
pyxidato, prout in figura vifitur. Spongiae noftra 
fruftula nonnulla folitaria inveni in littore Etrufco 
inter Populoniam atque oftiurn fluminis Cecinae. 
Exemplar integerrimum unicum vidi e mari Euufco 
expifcatum penes dokninum Philippum Fabrini et in 
mufcolo fuq Pifis probe aflervatum. Exhibet con* 
geriern ejufdem fpongiar dorfo lapidis calcarei ad*- 
natam, cujus icon in Tabula VL exhibetur. Fig. 3. 4. 

It is well known, frem the dbfervatlons of Mercati, 
Boccone, Donatio and others, that the coafts of 
Italy in general afford a remarkable variety of zoo- 
phytes, Pallas (4) likewife particularly mentions the 
many fpecies of gorgoniss found on that coaft, and 
juftly laments the indolence of the Italians in not 
regarding them. Mathioli, Mercati, Ferrante Im- 
perato, and the other early writers in natural hiftory, 
made few, if any, new obfervations of this kind. 
They did little more than copy the ancients, or one 
another *, and thought it fufficient to afcertain the 
identity 6f the fpecies defcribed by Ariftdtle, Dio- 
fcorides, and Pliny, and to illuftrate them by figures, 

(3) Hift, Phyf. cte Isi<Mer, part 4. pag, 63. p!. 5. n. 22. 

(4) Zooph. ad Gen. Gorgon, 

which 
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which were wanted in the works of thefe old mailers. 
Thus, for inftance, Mathiofi and Ferrante Imperato 
defcribe only the Alcyonia of Diofcorides. The 
more modern Italian naturaiifts have made as little 
progrefs in this iubjeft, from the influence of the 
opinion eftabiifhed amongft them by Micheli and 
Marfiglij for, if we except Donati, fcarce any of 
the reft have embraced the prefent received fyftem 
about the origin of Zoophytes, though the difco- 
veries of the French academifts, added to thofe of 
Ellis, Pallas, and -other ingenious writers, ieem to 
have put this matter beyond a doubt. But it is time 
to relieve you from this fubjeft, and to fubferibe 
myfelf, with great regard, 

Dear Sir, 

Your mofl obedient 

humble fervant, 

"^ John Strange. 
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